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Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 

Glasgow School of Art 

Written submission from Adrian Nairn (Garnethill Displaced Residents 
Group) and Chris Collins (Blythswood & Broomielaw Community Council) 

I write to you as the spokesperson of the Garnethill Displaced Residents Group, 
along with my colleague from Blythswood & Broomielaw Community Council. We 
firstly wish to thank you and your colleagues for the hard and dangerous work on 
the night of the 15th June at the Glasgow School of Art/O2 buildings during the 
fire. We also wish to ask specifically about the timeline and progress of the 
subsequent investigation into the fire. 

Whilst we realise that it is not possible to comment on the ongoing investigation 
itself, there are a number of questions surrounding the circumstances and timeline 
of the investigation to which we seek answers. 

1. What date were Scottish Fire & Rescue Service given access to the 
Mackintosh and O2 buildings, for fire investigation purposes? 
 

2. Were any access requests made by SFRS for investigative purposes since 
15th June and, if so, who or which body was responsible for withholding 
access (e.g. GSoA, Glasgow City Council, Historic Environment Scotland)? 
 

3. Does SFRS anticipate that the delay in gaining access to the buildings and 
the treatment of the Mackintosh building since the fire, i.e. pushing blocks 
of stone in on top of the building footprint, will impact and likely cripple the 
SFRS investigation? 
 

4. What is the opinion of the SFRS regarding the apparent conflict of interest 
between the Art School having control of the building, whilst altering the 
structure itself through their contractors, potentially destroying valuable 
technical evidence pertaining to the origin and spread of the fire? 

Incidentally, as a supplementary question and for comparison purposes, we also 
wish to ask how long did it take for your investigative units to gain access to the 
Mackintosh building in 2014, after the historic fire which occurred on 23rd May? 


